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without hesitation, for it was a physical impossibility ; and
clairvoyance, or some form of thought transference, seems
to be the most natural explanation of so strange a coin-
cidence of foreword and fact.
Every nation has, of course, its own superstitions about
the mystery of birth, as exemplified in the case of our own
ancestors by the belief in " the changeling." In the case
of these Nestorians, the danger that menaces the new-born
is a sort of fearful night-hag, called the khwarha, that carries
off and destroys the child. To guard against her visits,
the child must be watched day and night for the first
days of its life (baptism is usually administered on the
eighth day), while an onion and a wool-comb must be kept
in the same room. The smell of the former makes the spirit
sneeze and deprives her of power; while the latter (which
is of iron and so exercises a protective influence of itself)
entangles her long locks, so that she flees in terror.* An
old man in the household of the Patriarch tells how he was
once set to take his turn at watching a certain important
infant, and was so far negligent that he went out of the
room to smoke a cigarette. As he did so, he saw the terrible
khwarha approach, change herself into the form of an ibex
with very long horns (deponent sayeth not what was her
appearance previously, which is a pity), and dash into the
room. Of course the conscience-stricken watcher dashed in
after her ; but to his huge relief found Kis charge sleeping
quietly (a happy effect due no doubt to the protective
influence of the comb and the onion), so all ended well.
Still that moment is a remembrance of horror to that old
man to this day.
Here, as in other districts that we have referred to, the
power of faith-healing is a very real thing. Recourse is
had to any church that chances to be " Lord of Name " for
that purpose, and the result is quite often successful.
Certain ordeals have to be gone through at times, success
in them being an omen of success in the prayer. Thus
the church of Mar Abd-Ishu, in Tal (once the hermitage
* A comb is one of the mystic symbols which are carved on the Yezidi
temple at Sheikh Adi.